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SAN FRANCISCO'S HISTORY

The First Inhabitants


Asian nomads crossing the Bering Strait 20,000 ybp


Bay area hospitable climate, woodlands, marsh oak savanna


Regional support of 10,000 people


30 to 40 permanent villages around the bay (sedentary)


Language/Tribal groups



Coast Miwok, Yukuts, Winton, Ohlone

The Hispanics


1542
--
Portuguese Juan Cabrillo -  (1st known visit) 


1579
--
English, Sir Francis Drake - ( Drake Bay)- named Nova Albion


1769
--
Spanish, Portola scouting party looking for Monterey Bay found SF Bay


1776
--
Spanish founded fortress - the Presidio




Spanish town or Pueblo - Yerba Buena




Spanish mission on a lake they named Our Lady of Sorrows


1821
--
Mexicans declared independence from Spain




land grants - cattle ranches and hide trade

The Yankees


1830's
--
expansionism & manifest destiny




Yerba Buena Cove - sheltered




Anglo sailor William Richardson laid out town & village plaza




married the Presidio commandant’s daughter


1846
--
US annexed Texas and invaded Mexico




July 9, 1846 American sailors under Captain Montgomery seized the plaza at

 



Yerba Buena and ran the US flag up a pole




(Presidio in decline only 13 soldiers - surrendered)




Irish sailor, Jasper O'Farrell hired to draw up a street plan for the town.

The Gold Rush


1848
--
S.F. population of 800 grew to 25,000 by the end of the year




90,000 set out for S.F. immediately




harbor of ships sailed around Cape Horn





abandoned ships used for storehouses & hotels




tent city - supplies for the gold mines


1849
--
surface gold is gone (broke miners go to SF) 


1852
--
S.F. fourth largest entrepot in the US




another 150,000 would arrive before the end of the rush in 1852


1860's
--
S.F. a city of 56,000 




Barbary Coast - notorious red-light district


Demographics




1/2 population 1847-1860 British (mostly Irish)




large minorities of Chinese, Hispanics, Europeans & Hawaiians


1860
--
10% of SF is non-white mostly Chinese - Chinatown (Sacramento St.)




ratio of men to women 10 to 1




youthful population - duels, gangs, vigilantism

Boom Times &  Bust


After 1850 's  the economy slowed  & society stabilized


1859
--
Comstock Silver Mine




world's richest silver deposit




two decades of mining




"Bonanza Kings" w/ gilded mansions on Nob Hill




San Francisco financiers





William C. Ralston - Bank of California, Golden Gate Park, Palace Hotel




San Francisco's Imperialism & Family Dynasties





Leland Stanford, Charles Crocker, Collis Huntington, Mark Hopkins, 





DeYoungs,Hearsts, Spreckles


1870's
--
Depression



 

completion of transcontinental railroad






flooded with cheap manufactured goods from Eastern States






unemployed numbers added to with former railroad workers







unemployed - anger directed toward the Chinese

The Chinese


largest ethnic group in the city today


1st arrived in 1848, 300 by 1849


laws were passed to restrict foreign competition in gold mining



Exclusion Act (exclusion of Chinese from Labor organization)



Geary Act 1892 -- Chinese to carry identification papers



no voting privileges


little assimilation (which enforced segregation) as they were determined to China


10,000 Chinese worked on the transcontinental railway


also involved in fisheries, textiles, leather, cigar making & construction


evolution of Chinatown (first on Sacramento street - today on Grant)



Ethnic neighborhood -- a city within a city


tong wars & prostitutes


1906 Earthquake - ends the tong wars & results in the complete of Chinatown

The Earthquake & Fire


Before 1906 - the gilded age



millionaires on Nob Hill



labor movements in south of Market



rows of wooden Victorians on hills



new skyscrapers in the downtown



Tenderloin -- the new red light district



cable cars & street cars


April 18, 1906 - 8.25 on the Richter Scale



City Hall crumbled



52 fires w/ water mains broken




fires burned for 4 days




674 people killed or missing




3/4 of residences of businesses burned (Chinatown, North Beach, Russian Hill,





Telegraph Hill, Nob Hill, and parts of the Mission District




1/2 population homeless




$350 million in damages













(over)

Growth of the Modern City


1915
--
Panama Pacific International Exposition




celebration of the opening of the Panama Canal




announcement of SF recovery from the fire




Palace of the Fine Arts




Electric streetcars were installed, replacing cable car lines




housing tracts on the sandy wastes of the Richmond & Sunset districts




Financial Center


1930's
--
Coit Tower & Federal penitentiary on Alcatraz




Great Depression projects





Oakland Bay Bridge 1936





Golden Gate 1939





Treasure Island 1939




longshoremen's walk- out 1930
closed down city for 4 days


WWII 
--
local shipyards




1.5 million troops embarked for the Pacific Army built bunkers




Japanese interned vacating the Western Addition




during war the city's work force more than doubled


1950's
--
prosperous groups such as the Italians and Irish moved out to the suburbs




after war African Americans settle Western Addition & Hunters Point




revitalization projects planned





Golden Gate redevelopment





South of Market redevelopment




government renovation destroyed whole sectors of Victorian housing


1960s to
alternative lifestyles promoted by SF tolerance


1980’s
--
beatniks & hippies




gay community




countercultures & cults


1990's to
special interest groups


2000
--
large-scale public works (Yerba Buena Center)




port is dying and industries are moving out




tourism is growing




homelessness/litter contrast with the shopping districts




revitalization of the old neighborhoods

Now What?

