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YREKA WALKING EXERCISE
Begin on Miners Street, the center of the historic gold rush town.  This street remained unpaved with wood planked sidewalks & horse traffic for most of its early days.  Imagine the 27 saloons that lined this street, with miners, both White & Chinese, who came to make their fortunes.

1.Walk up Miners Street staying on the left or south side.  Find 217 Miners Street.  What was the upper floor of this building used for?  

______________________________________________________________

2.Looking up note the cast iron upper floor windows and architecture of the Morrison and Lash Building with its address of 219-223.  Note the pressed tin siding that covers the two bay windows. Also note the inlaid tiles at the entranceways.  What is the date of this building?  

      _________

Cross the street to the corner of Miner & Third and examine the mural on the side of the True Value Hardware Store.  A glance back across Miner Street will give you an overall perspective of the Morrison & Lash Building.  

3. Continue up the north side of Miner Street, noting the architecture & false fronts of the buildings.  List some of the types of businesses you see? ______________________________________________________________

4. How many closed businesses can you count on Miner’s Street?  _________

Remember to look up and note the second stories, the use of materials and architecture. 

5. At 328 Miner’s street you will find the recently closed Yreka Bakery, which has an underground tunnel connecting it to many of the other historic buildings.  These tunnels, (now closed - where built by the Chinese miners).   Spell Yreka Bakery backwards.                                                                                                                                                                _________________________________________________________

6. The Elks building at 332 Miners Street was built in 1897-8.  Like many other buildings built after the 1871 downtown fire it was constructed of brick.  However a large portion of the side is made of wood.  Cross Miner’s street again to the south side for a view of the brickwork of the upperstory of the Elks Lodge and other buildings.  The Elks Lodge is reminiscent of the Richardsonian Romanesque style with its partially rock-faced masonry of arches that gives a sense of massiveness. 

5. How many arches are on the Witherill Building located at 333 Miners Street? 

______________________________________________________________

As you cross over 4th street to the Fire Department note the Coca-Cola Mural behind you.  

6. What is the sculpted fireman portrayed as doing?

______________________________________________________________

Across the street you can see the Yreka Police Department building.  This was actually built as the Carnegie Library.  Head up Miner’s Street to the new Native American Gardens.  From here continue your walk to Oregon Street where you will turn left before Yreka Park. 

7. What feature (s) has created the incredible difference between this area and Miner’s Street?

______________________________________________________________

Continue along Oregon Street noting houses until you reach Lane Street.  Turn left and continue to note housing styles.  At 300 Lane Street you will find St. Mark’s Episcopal Church.  Be sure to go inside if it is open.  

10. What does the building shape remind you of?

______________________________________________________________

At 308 Fourth Street, St. Joseph’s Catholic Church built in 1876 is also one of the oldest churches in Yreka.  Continue back towards Miner’s Street along Fourth Street.  

11.Why is the corner of Fourth & Center so uninteresting?

______________________________________________________________

Any ideas for improving this intersection? ______________________________________________________________Continue back to Miner’s Street turning right and back to the bus or vans, which are parked, on the corner of Miner & Broadway.  The Warren Building once occupied this entire corner; a very imposing Art Deco/Art Moderne style built in the 1930’s.

Finish time_____
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YREKA QUESTIONS & EXPLORATION

1.Where did the name Yreka come from?

2. On Miner Street what old form of parking apparatus is used instead of parking meters.

3. .What is the name of the railroad built to connect Yreka with the main rail line

4. What was the name of the senator who routed highway 5 through Yreka?

5. When was the first mass held in St. Joseph’s Catholic Church?

6. Where did the Yreka miner’s get their water supply?

7. What used to be in the Yreka police station?

8. What does the Karuk term Ireka mean?

9. Approximately how many historic homes are located in Yreka?

10. List some of the features of the residential areas of Yreka?

11. What was the original name of Yreka?

12 Name one of the archictectual styles found in Yreka?
