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Chapter 2 – Drawing the Color Line
1. According to Zinn, blacks were considered slaves from the earliest period of U.S. history.  What does he base his opinion on?

2. Why were blacks enslaved as opposed to poor whites and Native Americans?

3. How does Zinn explain racism?  What are his thoughts regarding racism and slavery in American history?  Can one be used to justify the other?  

4. How was racism used to suppress the blacks? why?

Chapter 3 Persons of Mean and Vile Condition
5. Summarize Bacon's "Declaration of the People" of July, 1676.  

What does it 
indicate about conditions in early Jamestown?

6. Define leveling.

7. How many of the colonists who arrived in the colonial period, 1600-1770's came as servants?  What happened to most of the servants after their contract was worked off?

8.  List examples of control by the wealthy of the poor masses in the colonies?  Why was this control necessary?  

9. How did the wealthy colonists plan to suppress poor white and black insurrections?

10.  What were the statistics of wealth distribution for Boston in 1687 and 1771?

11. Offer facts to support Zinn's statement, "The country therefore was not "born 
free" but born slave and free, servant and master, tenant and landlord, poor and rich."

12. In Zinn's opinion the creation of a middle class was the deliberate act of the ruling elites in colonial America.  What does he base his opinion on?

