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             TAXATION LEGISLATION & RESPONSE

The American colonies were striving to make a living after the French and Indian War and were deeply alarmed when Britain announced the Sugar and Stamp Taxes.  The Americans felt they were already paying substantial local taxes, voted by their own assemblies, and they were aroused by the prospect of double taxation.  Many Americans feared that if they were forced to pay one penny, they might one day have to pay their last penny.  “Taxation without representation is tyranny” (cruel and unjust use of power) was the cry that burst from the throats of aroused Americans.

The Sugar Act

This was the first tax imposed to raise revenue for the costs of the French & Indian War.  It set up a sequence of important actions and responses.  The American colonial reaction was to petition (write letters of protest), boycott taxed sugar and smuggle illegal sugar.  In addition mob action of tarring and feathering (molasses and feathers) tax collectors showed the extreme anger of the colonist toward the British.

The Stamp Act

An act designed to raise money to defray the cost of maintaining the 10,000 British troops stationed in America.  The act created revenue stamps that had to be fixed to printed matter and legal documents of all kinds.

The Townshend Acts

These were duties (external taxes) on colonial imports of glass, lead, paints, paper and tea.  They also provided organization of the vice admiralty courts in the colonies.  The duties or taxed goods exported from England indirectly hurt British manufacturers, increased collection costs, and accelerated colonial resistance.

Sons of Liberty

The Sons of Liberty were a secret patriotic society.  There were an early violent protest organization dedicated to the colonial cause.  The officers and committee members were drawn almost entirely from the middle and upper classes of colonial society. After the passage of the Townshend Acts, the Sons of Liberty opposed the importation of British goods.  The Sons of Liberty called for the Continental Congress. The Sons used mob action such as hanging the stamp agents in effigy.  They organized boycotts against the stamp act.  They used propaganda and advertisements in papers, and ransacked houses of unpopular officials of the Crown. They enforced non-importation agreements through the use of mob action including tarring and feathering of violators and tax officials. Eventually sixty Sons of Liberty dressed up as Mohawk Indians dumped 342 chests of tea into the Boston Harbor.   

Through the efforts of the Sons of Liberty, stamp agents had all been forced to resign, and there was no one to sell the stamps.  Merchants and manufacturers in England suffered from the colonial non-importation agreement, and hundreds of laborers were thrown out of work.

The Tea Act

This act was designed to bail out the East India Company which had an excess of 17 million pounds of tea.  This imported tea was actually cheaper than smuggled tea.  However the cheaper tea angered colonials who believed this was one more example of taxation without representation.

The Boston Tea Party

In 1765 when a dozen tea ships arrived in the colonies, angry colonists responded with a variety of acts.  In Charleston the tea was quickly locked in a warehouse.  New York and Philadelphia ordered the ships to return to England.  In Maryland the ship was burned, and in Boston, the “tea party” or dumping of the tea into the harbor took place.

The Intolerable Acts

Also known as the Coercive Acts these acts included a series of legislation designed to impose control, enforce retribution and penalize Boston and the Massachusetts colony for the Boston Tea Party.

1. The Boston Port Act

The Boston Port Act ordered the port of Boston closed to shipping until the town made restitution for the tea lost in the Boston Tea Party.  The Royal Navy was station in the harbor to see that not a single ship entered or left.  No supplies of any kind would be allowed to reach the city until Boston paid for the tea that had been destroyed in the incident.

2. The Massachusetts Government Act

This act revoked the charter of 1691 ( a grant of rights by the King), cut back the powers of the colonial assembly and forbade town meeting without the governor’s permission.  The Massachusetts council was not to be appointed by the governor and was allowed to meet only once a year.  The Massachusetts charter was amended so as to greatly reduce the colony’s right of self-government.

3. The Administration of Justice Act

This act stated that British officials charged with murder committed while enforcing British laws would have their trials in England, not the colonies.  This measure led to the fear that British soldiers would be more likely to fire on the populace.

4. A New Quartering Act

This act provided that British Troops could be lodged among the people as well as in barracks. Troops might be quartered in any town in Massachusetts even in private homes.

5. The Quebec Act

This law had nothing to do with punishing the colonists, but was aimed at establishing good relations with the French colonists in Canada.  This act granted political and religious freedom to Catholics, recognized aspects of French law (including trial without jury), and enlarged the boundaries of Quebec to include a huge territory in the west claimed by Virginia, New York, Massachusetts, and Connecticut.  Outraged colonists from New Hampshire to Georgia viewed this as a continuation of the policy limiting westward movement and as a plot to spread Catholicism.

