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FORMS OF GOVERNMENT

Aristocracy- government ruled by the wealthy or upper class.

Autocracy- rule by one person who has total control over all others; dictatorship.

Centralism- governmental structure in which administration and power are concentrated in a 

central institution or group.

Constitutional monarchy- government in which the powers of the monarch are limited by and 

defined by a constitution.

Despotism- autocratic rule; the ruler maintains absolute power. Government in which the dictator 

or tyrant may possess oppressive power.

Dictatorship- government in which a ruler possesses absolute power.

Fascism- one-party system of government with individual subjected to the control of the state often 

by secret police, military police, censorship and government control of finance, industry, and commerce.

Federalism- union of several states under a central government, with individual states retaining 

specific powers under the central government.

Feudalism- a Medieval system in which vassals received land holdings in exchange for military 

or other service and homage to their lords.

Matriarchy-  society ruled by a woman, with descent and succession being traced through the 

female’s line.

Monarchy- sovereign control of a government by a hereditary ruler, such as a king or queen.

Oligarchy- rule of the government by a few persons.

Patriarchy- rule of a group by the father or male heir.

Republicanism- a representative democracy.  Elected officials exercise power vested in them 

by sovereign citizens.

Theocracy- government in which the clergy rules or in which a god is the civil ruler.

Totalitarianism- system in which a highly centralized government is controlled exclusively by 

one party and maintained by political suppression.  Other political parties are not tolerated 

or recognized.

