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             American Democracy

Check List on American Democratic Principles:

I. Representative Democracy: Government by the people, using majority rule, where elected 




        
Representatives carry out the will of the people.


1.  People who could participate: (by decade)



a. 1790: Adult white males with property



b. 1800: Adult white males without property



c. 1870: -Women in the Territory of Wyoming




  -Adult male Negroes in South (limited duration)



d. 1920: -Women




  -American Indians



e. 1960: -Blacks



f. 1970: - Everyone over the age of 18 years old.


2.  Majority Rule:



a. 50% + 1 is a ‘simple majority’



b. 2/3rds Majority: Veto over-rides, tax measures, etc.



c. 3/4th Majority: To amend the U.S. Constitution by States.



d. 4/5th Majority: Used in some local jurisdictions



e. Unanimity: -Requirement to amend Articles of Confederation.




           -Requirement in some critical trial jury decisions.


3.  Elected Representatives:



a. There must be a choice.



b. There must be terms (some say limits on terms).


4.  Restraints on Leaders (Representatives)



a. Constitutional restraints



b. Legal (statutory) restraints



c. Institutional framework (Government Structure).


5. Civil Rights to Protect Citizens & Voters:


a. Bill of Rights


6. Independent Judiciary to Enforce Bill of Rights

7. Free Press & Media


8. Education of Citizens

9. Participation of Citizens


10. Democratic Tradition

11. Representative Democracy vs. Popular or Direct Democracy
