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THE WORLD AT A GLANCE          

POPULATION FACTS

The world’s population has doubled in the last 50 years.

It will double again by 2050

1950 2.5 Billion

2002 
6.2 Billion

2050 
8-9 Billion

If the world were 100 people, 

60 of those people would live in Asia, 

14 in Africa, 

9 in South America, 

9 in Europe, 

5 in North America, 

2 in Russia and 

1 in Oceania.

A large proportion of the population has no access to adequate health care or education.




815 million (1 in 7) are mal-nourished

1.1 billion (1 in 6) have no access to clean drinking water

133 million children (1in 5) do not go to school

97% of these children live in developing countries.

860 million adults (1 in 5) cannot read or write, of these, 


544 million are women.

19% of children aged five to 14 go to work

In 2002, average life expectancy world was 67.

In Africa, average life expectancy was 53, while in North American it was 77 and in Japan, 81.  

HIV/AIDS affected 42 million people in 2002.  OF those, 90% lived in developing countries and 75 percent  lived in sub-Saharan Africa.
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ENERGY CONSUMPTION

From 2000-2020 energy use is projected to increase at the rate of 1.5 percent per year.

In 2000 79.5% of primary energy production came from fossil fuels.

Today, the world burns as much oil in six weeks as, in 1950, it burned in one year.

Rising demand for energy and a massive reliance on fossil fuels, which are not renewable, mean that these resources will not last long.


Energy Source

Share of World Output

Oil



34.9 percent


Gas



21.1 percent


Coal



23.5 percent


Nuclear


6.8 percent


Other sources

13.8 percent



Renewable


10.7 percent (mainly wood)

IMPORTANT INEQUALITIES


A minority of the population is using up most of the world’s resources



20 percent of people live in developed countries;




They consume 53 percent of the world’s energy




They eat 44 percent of the world’s meat




They own about 80 percent of the world’s motor vehicles.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES FACING ALL OF HUMANITY

For the past 150 years, industry has been releasing carbon dioxide (C02) into the atmosphere at a rate millions of times greater than the rate at which it was originally accumulated underground.  If nothing is done, global temperatures could rise by up to 42.8 degrees by 2100, with economic, social and environmental consequences.

In 2002, 24 percent of mammals, 12 percent of birds, and 30 percent of fish were in danger of extinction.

Half of the world’s mangrove forests, essential to the survival of 75 percent of the world’s commercially exploited marine species, have disappeared.

Primary tropical forests, which are reserves for the world’s biodiversity, are disappearing fast – a rate of about 15 million hectares per years (This is about two times the area of the Republic of Ireland). 

Facts above excerpted from “Earth From Above” by Yann Arthus-Bertrand
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