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          WEEK #12
VEGETATION WALK

Use this exercise as a guide as we take a walk through a mixed coniferous forest near the campus.  See if you can identify the following plants & trees, collect samples of leaves for your vegetation notebook and note the varied locations of these plants.  

Plant Communities surrounding Sierra College  

At 2800 feet Sierra College is located in a transition zone with species from each community below.  Our walk will be in the Yellow Pine Forest below the college.

               Woodland (500-2500 ft.) This community borders the Valley Grassland and is the major foothill plant community.  Some plant are the Gray or Foothill (Digger) Pine, Blue Oak, Canyon Live Oak, Manzanita and Buckbrush. 

                      Forest (500-3000 feet) the main timber region.  This community extends all along the Northern Coast Ranges across Northern California, and down the Sierra Nevada Range into southern California.  Ponderosa Pine (Western Yellow Pine) is the most important lumber tree in California.  Other typical plants include Sugar Pine, Incense Cedar, Manzanita, Toyon, Mountain Misery and California Black Oak.
1. Write an explanation of or define the following concepts.

a. Plant Succession


b. Biomes


c. Indicator Species


d. Evergreen


e. Deciduous


f. Coniferous


g. Invasive Species


h. Native/non-native Species

2. Make a list (below) of some of the indications of Human Modification of the Landscape that you see.

3. You should be able to collect leaves and information on the following.


Himalayan Black Berry Bush

White Mazanita 


Ponderosa Pine (Yellow Pine)

Mountain Mysery (deer clover)


Scotch Broom 



Gray Pine (formerly Digger Pine)

Ceanothus (Deer Brush)


Madrone


Oregon Grape (Holly-like) 


Black Oak


Toyon
(native)



Poison Oak (do not collect sample)


Incense Cedar



Staghorn Sumac



Oat Grass




Yerba Santa 

Flowering Pear



Apple Trees

Washington Hawthorne

4. Make a list (below) of the native and non-native species.

Native Species


Non-native Species

5. Make a list (below) of some of the invasive species found during our walk.

Other Notes:

