Commentary
These commentaries were contributed by Carol Jean Cox’s U.S. History and Government students
Europeans? Indians? Who really discovered the Americas?
[image: image1.jpg]



By Millie Teixeira
Approximately 25,000 years ago a group of wandering nomadic Mongoloid people stumbled into what we now call the Americas. They did not realize they had discovered a “New World” or maybe they did. We cannot say. We do not have any historical records or written materials to tell us what these people did or did not know.

From anthropologists and archaeologists, we can only speculate why or how the now call Indians wandered into the Americas. The question now posed is not merely who discovered the Americas, but what historical past is the most relevant when it comes to the teaching of our children.


Many people still contend that with Columbus’ famous discovery of the Americas in 1492 came the historical past of all the people living in the Americas today. Joseph Conlin in his text “The Americas Past” states “The historical development of the Americas we know began on that day. Its origins lay not in the pyramids of Mexico, but in the churches, state chambers and counting houses of western Europe”.


And for the most part that statement is true, yet for many people living in the Americas there is a mixture of the past. In Mexico the Mexicans are not pure Spanish, but a mixture of Indian and Spanish culture and blood, In the U.S. the government structure is mainly of European descent, yet there are still cultural differences in religion, art, and philosophy that were not derived from Europe but instead from a variety of different people who lived and came to live in the U.S.A.


“….history is not written by the winners…” (Hans Koning) Unfortunately history seems to often be taught by the winners. Therefore the predominant European culture in North America has idolized Columbus for years. Should all American people go on teaching their children of the famous Columbus or should each child be taught his own separate heritage?


All the people in the Americas have been affected in one way or another by Columbus’ discovery. Columbus should not be forgotten. He should be taught to our children in schools as the first European man to discover ad bring about a major change in the Americas.

His discovery set in motion people and events that make up an important part of every American’s history, but he and the European perspective of American history should not be taught exclusively.

Children should also be taught of the Native Americans as well as the immigrants who ventured into this country from across the world. We need to learn, without idolizing the historical facts, the common history that binds us in order to have a feeling of nationality. We should also learn about our individual heritage in order to form our own opinions and to feel a uniqueness in our place in history.

By Juana Zamudio-Perez

Ready, Set, Tick, tick, tick…..The clock of American history was set in motion as Columbus sets foot on the “New World”. Venezuelan write Arturo Ulsar Peitri (A New World), had no trouble defending this statement. Likewise, Conlin (Text p.6) argued this point and goes on to state that the historical development of the Americas “lay not on the pyramids of Mexico, but in the churches, state chambers and counting houses of Europe.” Where many agree with this concept, many others, myself included, beg to differ.

I dare you to give me the true definition of America without mentioning the native American people, the roots of American history and heritage. Their existence and contributions to their world before Columbus cannot be denied. A lot of their culture has been preserved and can be seen in our everyday life. They are a crucial part of our history. We cannot close our eyes to that fact. Had their presence not existed, Columbus would have found only a desolate, barren land. In fact, Columbus might not have seen his homeland again had it not been for the “Indians”. The voyagers’ food supply had diminished almost completely and his crew members had grown ill. The Indians food nurtured these lost navigators and got them back to sea.


Had there been no inhabitants in this so-called “New-World”, this whole trip would have been considered a complete failure. Going home empty handed would not have spurred so much interest in exploring this new land for its riches. Consequently the ancient Mayan and Aztec civilizations of Mexico would have gone undiscovered. In spite of what Conlin argues, there is a lot of history embedded not only in the pyramids of these great people, but in their civilization as a whole. They had developed agriculture, were great astronomers and mathematicians, and had developed several calendars in which they kept records of important events in their lives. If only there hadn’t been so many geographical barriers, these natives might have been able to share their technology.


October 12 marks the beginning of a new era, not the beginning of history. Keep in mind that roots are essential for the survival of plants, just like native Americans are essential to history before and after the discovery of the “New World”.

By Nick Servaes

The historical development of the new world began when the firt people sat foot on this continent. However, from the European point of view, it began in 1492. As Conlin put it: The historical development of the Americas we know began on that day (Conlin, p.6)

Conlin’s statement is correct, since most of the native peoples of the Americas had no written language, how could they record history? What little written history they had was destroyed by the European invaders. The natives were isolated y geographical and language barriers, so an event that affected the events that were considered worthy of historical recognition were different for each group. The Europeans, however, kept detailed records of their conquests in the new world these documents survived to be studied at a later date by historians. Because of this one-sided view, many people see only the European perspective; people are moved by the plight of native Americans. They feel the native Americans have been unjustly treated by history, but how native can be written about a primitive people without changing history as we know it?


Therefore, aside from their contribution  to agriculture, and guerilla warfare, the native Americans contributed little to the historical development of the Americas as we know it. One might say without the Indians the Europeans might not have settled here. Why not? They were looking for scarce resources the old world didn’t have and they found some of these things in America.


The religious aspect of settling the new world might have been delayed if there were no Indians, but would have occurred later when the British colonized the first 13 colonies. All forms of government were brought to the Americas by the Europeans, and therefore, the European invaders began the historical development of the new world.

By Clint U. Epperly


In 1492, Columbus arrived here and according to a majority of historians this is when the history of the “New World” began. Why does American history begin with the discovery by Columbus?  Columbus was not the beginning of history in the “New World”, but certainly it was the start of a tragic period in American history. 


What the Europeans would do the people found in the Americas the next few centuries, would be far worse than anything that had ever been conceived of before. From the first day of discovery, torture, slavery and death were a part of that great step forward in Euro-American history. Columbus wiped out half the native population of one island people by this forth journey to the “New World”. Those that followed were to use the same tactics in their search for other treasures. Through disease, slave labor, torture and war, thee new found cultures, considered lesser humans, were all but completely wiped out. Along with the deaths of these many thousands of people, the loss of the original heritage of the Americas was lost also.


The discovery by Columbus did change the direction of American history the chapters written after the European discovery, show genocide on a scale never before experienced in the written history of mankind. In return, the native American societies that the invaders found provided them with agriculture, labor, and most importantly, provided knowledge of survival in the “New World”. The number of unique peoples and cultures that were erased from the pages of history can never be counted.

These peoples taught the invaders how to survive and were rewarded with death and devastation. More credit in American history should be give to those so-called inferior, uneducated, or less technological peoples that once ruled the “New World”. Why is Columbus celebrated as some kind of hero? Or should we be in mourning for those first Americans that gave their lives in those moments of discovery and exploration. 

