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HISTORY RESEARCH  PAPER
In U.S. History 17A, each student is required to write a short research paper on a topic that presents some aspect of Nevada County History.  Each student must select a topic and have it approved by the instructor.  The completed assignment must be a minimum of five pages of text, with a maximum of no more than eight pages.  Each original paper must include a brief introduction, an organized body of text, a conclusion and a bibliography. Quality of writing as opposed to quantity of writing is encouraged.   

The paper is to be doubled spaced as presented here.  Margins should be approximately one inch from the sides, top and bottom.   Pages should be numbered and all pages stapled in order.  All submissions must be printed darkly or they will be returned with no credit.  Papers in folders will not be accepted.  A separate title page attached to the front of the paper is required.
The paper should be topically organized and concepts should be linked to create a narrative flow of events.  Please consider that you are addressing an academic audience, therefore you must avoid informal writing, slang, awkward phrases, contractions and personal references, (i.e., I think, in my opinion).

The bibliography must be on a separate page, presented in a standard MLA bibliography format that includes the author, the source title, the publisher, the date of publication and the pages.  Students must research their topic using a minimum of ten sources including library data bases, historical primary documents, field observations and interviews whenever possible.  Internet sites may be used but must not comprise more than two of the cited material.  You are responsible for documentation anytime you use ideas from a source, not just quotations.
Papers may be turned in early but may not be accepted if they are late and 

they will be severely penalized at a rate of 10% deduction per day. The deadline for 
the paper to be turned in to the instructor for grading is:
       __THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25TH @ 5pm__
The research paper will be graded on the basis of:

1. Content -- how "readable" and "interesting" is the paper while still covering the content adequately. How thoroughly or adequately is the topic reviewed within the limitations imposed?  

2. Methodology -- Does the original research utilize standard historical methodology?

3. Grammar/Sentence Structure -- how well are the English language 



components utilized and portrayed in the writing?

4. Spelling/Proofreading -- are all words in the paper spelled correctly?  While the writer is not being graded primarily on his/her typing, it is essential to proofread the completed paper and poster and make sure there are no "typos" that might be misconstrued as "spelling" errors. 

5. Organization -- is the paper presented in a systematic ordering that is easy to follow?  Are the paragraphs topically structured?

6. Visual aids -- maps, graphs, photographs and other visual aids may be included as a part of the paper.  These items should be referred to and discussed within the text of your paper and all visuals must be explained and cited in the paper.
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Selected Research Topics

        Peoples


    Places


    
          Topics

Native Americans

Grass Valley

    Early economy 

History of Tourism

    Nisenan


Nevada City

    Mining/Deforestation
Historical Fires

    Maidu


Chicago Park

    Narrow Gauge Railroad
Dredge Mining

Lola Montez

Cedar Ridge

    20th century economy
Placer Mining

Cornish Miners

Mallokoff Diggins
    Mining Equipment

Early stage routes

Chinese History

Empire Mine

        Cornish Pump

Famous Robberies

Early Women

Idaho-Maryland Mine
        Stamp Mill

Hard rock Mining 

Early business owners
Rough & Ready
        Pelton Wheel

Hydraulic Mining

Lotta Crabtree

North San Juan
    Environmental Issues
Early Transportation


Town Founders

Miners Foundry
    Early Social Issues

Major Events
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